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As all good news reports say …And finally … 

On a Bicycle Built for You 

The orange Mobikes have arrived in Ealing and are available via the Mobike app (in 
the usual smartphone way). Users will be charged 50p per half hour after paying a 
£29 initial refundable deposit. To quote Get West London, the scheme is designed 
“to benefit users, local business and communities, as well as Ealing Council 
through the unique data insights provided by the bikes’ technology”. Now is that 
GPS or is it Big Brother? Mobikes landed on Pitshanger alongside other spots in 
Ealing in the New Year with a stack on the Lane and a stack by the Duke of Kent.  
More are on the way. Our Cleveland Ward Councillors have asked us to ask you 

what you think — email PCA@pitshanger.org.uk or drop a line to our secretary, Linda Rivans (contact details 
at end). 

 

Ealing Golf Club 

The Club is offering a number of new sponsorship opportunities in 2018 for local businesses to promote 
themselves to the large numbers of people involved with the Club. Beyond its 750 members (new members 
welcome!), the Club has over 10,000 external visitors a year (for weddings, parties, meetings and other 
events), as well as 180,000 website visits a year. For more information contact David Jones: email 
general.manager@ealinggolfclub.co.uk or call on 020 8997 0937. 

 

Young Musician of the Year  

The exciting news is that Ealing Symphony Orchestra’s March concert features 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason (the BBC’s Young Musician of the Year 2016) performing 
Elgar’s Cello Concerto.  The programme also includes Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite No. 
1 and Glasunov’s Symphony No. 4.  The bad news is that this concert is sold out 
but the GOOD NEWS for PCA members is we have four free tickets available to you 
thanks to our financial support of the event under our 2017 donations scheme. 
Email PCA@pitshanger.org. First come, first served.  Date Saturday 3 March 2018, 
7.30 pm at St Barnabas.   

ESO’s latest concert was on Saturday 10 February 2018, 7.30 pm at St Barnabas Church. The programme 
included Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess (Concert Version), Delius’s Appalachia and Verdi’s The Force of Destiny 
(Overture) as part of the Ealing Music and Film Festival concert.  

You’re worth it — Meadow House Pamper Evening  

Friday 16 March 6.00 — 9.30 pm at Meadow House Hospice. Tickets from 
Meadow House Hospice £5.00 (£7.00 on the night if available) to include a 
glass of fizz and nibbles. Book early.  Treatment available for a suggested 
donation. Raffle with great prizes. Call 0208 967 5040. Two tickets 
available for PCA members. First come, first served at 
PCA@pitshanger.org.uk. 
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Kew Gardens —Tickets  

Last April we applied to Kew for a “Community Pass” and still have plenty of free tickets for Kew Gardens 
available to PCA members and will be renewing that from April 2018. From 11 February to 10 March these 
tickets will also give you free entry to the Princess of Wales Conservatory filled with beautiful, colourful, 
tropical plants with an emphasis on orchids.  During the same period, you can also look at the International 
Garden Photographer of the Year exhibition in the Nash Conservatory. Email PCA@pithanger.org.uk for info.  

 

CPZ news  

Regular followers of Pitshanger groups on social media will know how people feel — 
as always, views differ. But when Council Portfolio holder Bassam Mahfouz posted 
articles on several Facebook groups, he found himself besieged by comments on 
Pitshanger Area Friends about the Kent Gardens CPZ. Recently, people have posted 
photos of empty streets in the new area and complained about increased parking in 
roads close to the new CPZ.  Others have commented on the parking in Scotch 
Common affecting traffic flows (although of course people can use Cleveland Road, 
now much clearer, to get to Argyle Road). The CPZ does include more shop and stop 

bays and it has to be remembered that utility companies’ have been working for months now on many roads, 
thereby limiting parking spaces. We reckon the Council should be asked sooner rather than later to review 
the new CPZ, to assess properly how it works and its impact on Pitshanger Lane and surrounding roads.  
Happy to take suggestions on wording — email us at PCA@pitshanger.org.uk. You may want to make your 
views heard at the Cleveland Ward Forum (27 February 7pm at Gurnell Grove Community Centre). 

 

Party in the Park 2018 — date for your diary.  

Normally we’d hold PIP (as it is affectionately known) on the last Sunday in June. But this year England is 
playing Panama that day so we have moved PIP to 1 July.   Watch this space for emails about volunteering to 
be part of our events team (organising crafts stall anyone?) and about volunteering opportunities on the day. 

 

Ealing United?  

On 30 January, representatives from some 20 residents’ and community groups in 
Ealing got together under the “banner” of Ealing Matters. Your PCA reps who went 
(Debbie Edwards and Linda Rivans) felt we had plenty in common with those 
present about the way we felt decisions on planning, conservation and transport 
affected life in Ealing.  It’s still early days but we all agreed that we should 
network and communicate better so that Ealing residents and businesses had a 
louder voice when liaising with the Council on all the issues that affect us at the local level.  Such initiatives 
don’t just happen on their own — people need to take them forward. If you’re interested in working on this 
(and if you are, then membership of the PCA committee comes with it), then please email our PCA Chair at 
debbie.edwards@pitshanger.org.uk.   

 

All Right Mr Demille, I’m Ready for My Close Up!  

If Pitshanger Lane could talk, that’s what it would have said when used as a location for 
BBC1’s Silent Witness — the Lane features in the two episodes broadcast on 29 and 30 
January.  Don’t worry if you missed it as it’s still on the BBC iPlayer. Play spot the bus or 
shop!  

 

Pitshanger Library and other Ealing libraries 

Following the demise of Carillon, local residents are understandably worried about Pitshanger Library. 
Ealing’s Facebook page + announced that from 1 February 2018 all Ealing libraries would be brought back 
under direct control of Ealing Council. It also says this move would ensure continuity of service for library 
users and allow time for all options for the future of the service to be reviewed and considered (ie which 
implies that bringing the libraries back in might not be permanent yes?). All online library transactions, 
including renewing and ordering books, would take place on the Council’s website from early afternoon on 31 
January — links on the Council website here: https://www.ealing.gov.uk/info/201219/libraries 
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North Ealing School Community project  

Ealing Today told us in November that North Ealing Primary School had partnered Spacehive and the GLL 
Community Foundation to raise money to redevelop a World War 2 shelter to create a new outdoor school and 
community area.  Spacehive’s website says that the project is trying to raise over £6,000 in the next couple 
of months but according to the Spacehive website, there’s a long way to go between what’s been raised so 
and the target at www.spacehive.com/nes-shelter-to-playground.  

 

Coffee with a Copper  

No, not in a copper kettle but with a policeman.  Our Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) are 
having their first Coffee with a Copper session on Saturday 17 February from 4 pm to 5 pm 
at John Martin Estates, 82 Pitshanger Lane.  
 
Residents will be able to meet the members of the SNT and raise any issues with them. 

 

Brentham Club — let’s get busy  

Well, including all details of the events at Brentham Club would take up almost all 
of this newsletter so you’d best get on down to the Club’s website at 
www.brentham.club.org.uk and click on events, where you’ll find details of ticket 
prices and how to get tickets. 

Events include:  a Quiz Night (16 February at 8 pm) hosted by local quiz master Chris Best; not one but TWO 
Comedy Nights (23 February and 23 March); and a Race Night (in association with Brentham FC) on 24 
February from 7 pm; and a Rock and Roll Tea Dance on 7 March.  The Club offers Tennis, Cricket, Football, 
Bowls, Snooker, Darts and Bridge. Other activities include Yoga, Art and French classes. Info on all at the 
Club’s website.   

 

Don’t Forget  

Tie a knot in your hankie so you remember to check out Pitshanger Pictures and St 
Barnabas concerts (details for both on the St Barnabas website 
(http://www.barnabites.org) and concerts at St Mary’s Perivale (http://www.st-marys-
perivale.org.uk/events-001.shtml).  

 

Light Up The Lane (Lite) 

The Lights were turned on, we held the outdoor stage indoors at St Barnabas with 
local schools and groups performing, shops on the Lane were open for business and 
there was a Santa’s Grotto raising funds for the Pitshanger Playcentre. But we 
wonder whether the event should be back in its old form next year, and if so, the 
PCA would very much like to continue its lead role in organising it. The event needs 
new funding streams and an early start to the planning this year. We’re taking stock 
of the options and will keep you up to date with our progress. 

 

Spring is on its way  

Crocuses are blooming, the daffodils are poking their heads above ground: sure signs 
that busy times are coming to St Barnabas. After Pancake Day on 13 February and Ash 
Wednesday on 14 February, there is a break until Mothering Sunday on 11 March when 
we give thanks to every mother of all kinds in an all age service. On Palm Sunday (25 
March) Sung High Mass starts at 10.30 am followed by a procession starting from 
outside the Village Inn. That evening there will be a performance of The Bread of Life, 

a moving reflection of the last supper, by the Springs Dance Company, a vibrant, contemporary dance 
organisation. 26 March marks the start of Holy Week to include services and events on Maundy Thursday (with 
feet washing), Good Friday (reflecting on the great sacrifice) and Easter Saturday (one of the most important 
services in the Christian calendar). The week culminates on Easter Day when there will be an Easter Egg Hunt 
followed by an All Age Service with a celebration of new life and hope, with popular Easter hymns and a 
child-friendly sermon. Full details of all events and services are on the website at www.barnabites.org 
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As all good news reports say …And finally …  

Thank you for getting this far especially when we’re ending on a beseeching 
note.  

In short, the PCA has to get more people involved or it will drift away to nothing. 
We used to try and get the newsletter out monthly, but this newsletter is some 
four months after the last one as your devoted but dwindling PCA committee has 
to fit it into all the PCA things we volunteer to do. And that’s alongside our 
families, our jobs and our other responsibilities.  

We held our AGM on 15 January but we discovered that we are not Kevin Costner 
in Field of Dreams — we did hold it but you didn’t come, although admittedly we 
weren’t trying to build a baseball pitch. We know we were taking a chance to 
hold our AGM in the wettest and darkest month of the year but that’s not new 
for us. Twenty-five members attending could have meant we were quorate, but 
of those who came (thank you!), 21 were current members and 4 signed up on 
the night. Not a problem as we had nothing to vote on formally. Plus those who 
did come raised some interesting topics for discussion, including Mobikes, Light Up the Lane (lite) and the 
impact of Carillon’s demise on Pitshanger Library. All are covered in articles in this newsletter.  In the 
meantime, your committee remains as Debbie Edwards (Chair), Greg Swarbrick (Treasurer), Linda Rivans 
(Secretary), Belinda Harrison, Lesley Higgs, Ingrid Waloff and John Waters (Membership secretary).    

Meanwhile watch out for our annual membership application/membership renewals letters dropping through 
your post box soon. What do you get for membership? You’ll be supporting a community association that runs 
events which raise surpluses to assist local charities and good causes. Since 2010 we’ve returned about 
£70,000 in this way. As we represent a large area, we also have a loud voice when dealing with the Council. 
So give us the thumbs up and renew your membership or join. It’s cheap at £7 per person or £11 per 
household.  

But we need more. How? We’re after more people to get stuck in, join our committee or events team, help us 
at our events or get letters and raffle tickets out. Following our announcement about Light Up the Lane, a 
number of you said why don’t we ask for help. We do ask in many ways and generally the response is 
“difficult to fit in”. Meanwhile, we often are told what we need to do – that’s frustrating when those telling 
us what to do, don’t get involved. We need keen and enthusiastic new blood joining us on the main 
committee and the events team.  We also need to expand the number of our stalwart volunteers. As someone 
said to us when we had the CPZ debate in 2013 “The worst thing you can do if you value your Community — 
is NOTHING.” 

Does this pull a few heart-strings? If so please please please email PCA@pitshanger.org.uk 

(And watch this space– in the next newsletter we’ll be setting out our donations scheme for 2018.)  
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