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Party in the Park 2019 − 30 June 

Yes, we’re heading for Party in The Park, the summer highlight in Pitshanger, taking place on 
Sunday 30 June. There’s a packed programme of entertainment lined up for the main stage and 
the Gastrodome will be bursting to the brim with a delicious choice of food stalls run by local 
businesses. The PCA Beer Tent be open with live music until 9pm (email us if you know someone 
who would like to play – ED). Other attractions will include the Carousel, arena events, the Dog 
Show, the PCA BBQ, the return of Volfsball(1) — the list goes on. And we’re working on getting 
some new events — table tennis, a silent disco(2) and the return of the tug of war and other 
challenges in the Dave Wallis Arena.  There’s no World Cup this year, so no excuse not to come.    

This big event relies on an army of volunteers and we’re always looking for people willing to spare an hour or two to help, 
setting up the event, selling programmes or tickets to the Carousel. Volunteering is as easy as 1,2,3:  just email Mike Fox at 
volunteer@pitshanger.org.uk as he’ll be delighted to hear from you. Please help if you can − the event can’t go ahead without 
volunteers and it’s fun too (and on the Saturday, there are bacon butties for our volunteers, courtesy of the Duke of Kent!  

Every year as part of Party in the Park, we run a raffle − first prize is £500 and there are many others. Bundles are going out 
to members soon, but if for any reason you don’t get them and want one, please email PCA@pitshanger.org.uk.  And email 
us on that address if you would like a stall at the event too 

Since you ask …… (1) no, Volfsball is not a character from Games of Thrones or Harry Potter. It the game of the 21st century, 
the first-ever three-a-side, non-contact sport on a circular pitch. It’s a cross between, basketball, football and cricket….  
(2) a silent disco is what it says it is on the can, ie dancing to music broadcast to headphones…..   

Pitshanger Library  

The consultation on the Council's library strategy and its proposal that seven of its 13 libraries, including 
Pitshanger Library, become Community Managed Libraries, closed on 17th May. The "Friends of Pitshanger 
Library" has been formed by four concerned individuals and two meetings have taken place in order to 
assess the likely support of the local community (Pitshanger and its outlying areas) to assist in the running 
of such a library. The list is growing and it's not too late for you to show your interest and let the "Friends" 
know how you may be able to help - just pop into John Martin Estates on the Lane and provide your 

details. If you are on Facebook, you can join the "Friends of Pitshanger Library" group for updates and information.  

Well − why haven’t you?  

We’ve been archiving our newsletters and found several gems of articles written by the late lamented Dave Wallis. Here’s 
one. “You know you put your membership renewal form somewhere: the question is − precisely where? Now with our 
non-patented ‘EeZeReNu’ process, all you have to do is call or email our membership and another form will be sent to you. 
After all, can you really afford to lose out on the motherlode of fact and fancy we call the newsletter? Can you?”  

Why Join the PCA − it’s Positive Community Action, its vision is to make Pitshanger a great place to live and work in and we’ve 
been bringing the Pitshanger community together since 1999. Since 2010, thanks to people’s support of our events, we have 
provided over £100,000 to local causes  

So there you have it. EeZeReNu it is then − email Ray Harris, our membership secretary, on ray.harris@pitshanger.org.uk, and 
he’ll send you all the necessary. Or click on the “Join Here” button at www.pitshanger.org.uk.   

Meetings Meetings Meetings 

Thank you to everyone who came our annual general meeting − for the first time in a while we were quorate! We welcomed 
back Debbie Edwards (chair), Linda Rivans (secretary) and Belinda Harrison (general member) and they have been joined by 
Ray Harris (as membership secretary), Bhavana Desai (treasurer), Will Blake and Tim Sumpter (both general members). Over 
the past few months, we have seen a few comings and goings onto our committee and have said sad goodbyes to Greg 
Swarbrick, Ingrid Waloff and Lesley Higgs. But the saddest goodbye has to be that to John Waters. John first dipped his toes 
into PCA volunteering by joining our events team and then followed that by co-ordinating a series of events that celebrated 
Pitshanger Lane’s centenary in 2009.  Well, we had to invite him onto the main committee. He took on the role of membership 
secretary whilst continuing to keep the events on track. We are sorry to lose him, but equally know he’ll be looking forward 
to a rest! Thank you John for all your PCA friendship, support and contribution to the community.  
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Kew Gardens  

The flurry of emails that come into our central mailbox within minutes of us sending send out a newsletter are always a happy 
sign that our newsletter gets through! We still have plenty of tickets left within our annual allocation never fear. So make 
your newsletter editor happy by showing us you have read this far. Free tickets are available by emailing 
PCA@pitshanger.org.uk. 

A Summer of Events for Pitshanger 

As well as Party in the Park (30 June – have we mentioned that – ED), there’s . 

Saturday 8 June, 12.30pm to 4pm: a Garden Party at Meadow House Hospice. There’ll be cream teas and stalls (including 

a tombola, plants, home-made produce) and a fantastic raffle. Parking available.  

Saturday June 22 at 7:30pm: Ealing Choral Society’s concert "Aurora Borealis" will be an extraordinary evening of music 
celebrating the far North − just in time for Midsummer's Day! It features pieces by Grieg, Sibelius, Rachmaninoff, Ešenvalds, 
Gjeilo, and more, including the world premiere of "Aurora Borealis" by local composer and ECS member Graham Andrew. 
Jonathan Williams conducts. Tickets at www.wegottickets.com/443672  

Sunday June 9 from 1pm: 'Jazz on the Lane' at St Barnabas. This promises to be a memorable afternoon of Jazz from 1pm, 
including performances from the Sound of Seventeen and others, plus a delicious hog roast, BBQ burgers and salad lunch with 
a bar available from 1pm. There’ll be something of interest for all members of the family with a children’s entertainer and 
talented local musicians performing throughout the afternoon. There’s a Jazz Mass at 10.30am too. If it rains, head for the 
church!  

Thursday 4 July at 2pm:  Brentham Ladies Choir, under their director Margaret Elvin and with Rosie Richardson, guest 
pianist, will be giving their summer concert in the hall at Pitshanger Methodist Church. The programme includes songs old 
and new to celebrate summer in a variety of ways. There will be a table sale in support of the Shooting Star Children’s 
Hospice. Tickets cost £4 and the price includes the programme and refreshments − what a bargain.    

Saturday 13 July at 4.30pm and 7.30pm: Ealing Symphony Orchestra are giving not one but two concerts! There’s a Free 
Family Concert at 4.30pm, about 40-45 minutes long. Children and families are welcome to come and listen to ESO playing 
small excerpts and fun bits of music. Conductor John Gibbons will introduce each piece and talk about the instruments and 
how they work in an orchestra. Come and see a live orchestra in action, in an informal, low-pressure environment and no 
need to dress up! Fun, free and educational, a lovely way to spend a summer Saturday afternoon. 7.30pm sees the Main 
Concert including works by MacMillan, Borodin, Scriabin, Hurd and Tchaikovsky. Both at St Barnabas Church.  

Sunday 14 July from 2.30pm to 5pm a Summer Variety performance, hosted by Bluebird and the Brentham Club. Featuring 
Questors Ealing, IMPACT, Moving on Theatre, Innovation Dance, Magician Samuel and Ealing’s Burlesque Queen. Tickets 
(discounts for Brentham Club members) from Mark at the Brentham Club (MarkS@brenthamclub.org.uk).  

Regular Goings on  

Here’s just a taste of what happens here on a regular basis. Pitshanger Pictures, St Mary’s Perivale and St Barnabas concerts. 
Details at www.barnabites.org; concerts at www.st-marys-perivale.org.uk. St Barnabas’s Memory Café and Pop-In meet every 
Thursday from 11.30am to 1pm & from 2.30pm to 3.45pm respectively.  

And Ealing Walking Book Club meets monthly on a Thursday in Pitshanger Park. The group walks for about one hour and, 
dividing up into groups of 3-4, discuss a chosen book. In bad weather, they meet at a local cafe. Discussions focus on themes 
and issues raised in the narrative rather than the writing style or personal likes or dislikes about the book. For more 
information please contact pullyblanks9@gmail.com or take a look at ealingwalkingbookclub.wordpress.com which also 
includes a list of the books read over the last five years. Pitshanger Bookshop offers a 10% discount to members on the chosen 
book each month. 

Always keep an eye on all that is happening at the Brentham Club by checking out their website, follow their Facebook page 
or by subscribing to their mailing list to receive updates (email: secretary@brenthamclub.co.uk)  

All the Leaves are Brown …. 

But still plenty to look forward to in September, not least our contest to find the quizziest street in Pitshanger, aka the PCA 
Street Wars quiz. This takes place on 28 September at the Brentham Club. Tickets are £15, including supper, and questions 
will be set by the inimitable John Bottom. Questions that won’t get asked this year: will Kent Gardens win (yet) again and 
will the PCA team manage to win the booby prize two years running? Come on 28 September and find out. Proceeds from the 
quiz go towards supporting senior members of our community through the Monday tea club and the annual PCA party. Email 
Tina Moonen, c/o PCA@pitshanger.org.uk.  

Look out (or should it be listen out?) for details of B E A T, the Borough of Ealing Art Trail. It takes place during the first 
two weeks in September. 
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